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DENTAL SPECIAL TY CORE KNOWLEDGE  EXAMINATION  

 

November 13 - 14, 2010 

 

I  CONTENT AND FORMAT  

 

The Dental Specialty Core Knowledge Examination (DSCKE) consists of the following four (4) 

components.  Candidates will receive an individual score on each of the four (4) components. 

 

1. Core Biomedical and Dental Sciences Component   -  2 hours 

 

This component consists of multiple-choice type questions. It is given in a 2 hour examination 

session held during the morning of the first day of the Dental Specialty Core Knowledge 

Examination (DSCKE). 

 

Outlined below are the content areas that may be tested.  Examples of questions, content and format 

are provided as a reference and study guide.  This component will examine basic concepts required 

for all graduates of specialty programs in Canada.  This component will examine foundation science 

knowledge in the areas of: 

 

¶ tooth morphology, growth and development of the craniofacial complex 

¶ oral physiology 

¶ microbiology and immunology of oral diseases 

¶ pain  

¶ pharmacology 

¶ biological effects of radiation 

¶ human anatomy  

¶ human physiology 

¶ human histology 

¶ human biochemistry 

¶ nutrition 

¶ neurological sciences 

¶ oral biomaterials. 
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2. Scientific Literature Appraisal Skills  Component   -  2 hours 

 

This component consists of multiple-choice type questions and is given in a 2 hour examination 

session held during the afternoon of the first day of the Dental Specialty Core Knowledge 

Examination (DSCKE). 

 

Candidates are expected to understand the principles of evidence-based practice, critically appraise 

abstracts selected from the scientific literature with respect to hypothesis development, experimental 

design, and data testing and interpretation.  Candidates will also require a basic understanding of the 

principles of clinical epidemiology, including the use and calculation of parameters in contingency 

tables.  Information regarding contingency tables may be found at www.statpages.org or 

www.cebm.net.  Candidates are expected to be familiar with principles of scientific article 

development and citation. 

 

This component will contain a series of abstracts taken from the scientific literature outlining a 

problem being investigated, the experimental design, the results and the conclusions reported.  The 

content of the articles will be from general science and not specific to a dental specialty.  The object 

is to assess a candidateôs ability to interpret the findings reported and to critically analyze the 

investigative procedures used. 

 

http://www.statpages.org/
http://www.cebm.net/
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3. Core Clinical Sciences Component   -  2 hours 

  

This component consists of multiple-choice type questions and is given in a 2 hour examination 

session held during the morning of the second day of the Dental Specialty Core Knowledge 

Examination (DSCKE). 

 

Outlined below are the content areas that may be tested.  This component will examine core clinical 

sciences concepts and applied clinical science knowledge including diagnosis, treatment planning, 

prognosis, treatment methods and clinical decision making in the areas of: 

 

¶ general medicine and general pathology 

¶ oral medicine and oral pathology 

¶ radiology 

¶ periodontics 

¶ preventive dentistry 

¶ operative dentistry 

¶ endodontics 

¶ prosthodontics  

¶ orthodontics 

¶ pediatric dentistry 

¶ geriatric dentistry 

¶ oral and maxillofacial surgery 

¶ therapeutics 

¶ dental biomaterials 

¶ behavioural sciences 

¶ dental public health and epidemiology 

¶ ethics 

¶ pain and anxiety control 

¶ local anesthesia. 
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4. Patient Management Component  

 

Part A   -  1½ hours 

 

This part consists of multiple-choice type questions with one or more correct answers.  It is given in 

a 1½ hour examination session held during the afternoon of the second day of the Dental Specialty 

Core Knowledge Examination (DSCKE).  This part tests general patient management knowledge 

expected of Canadian dental specialty program graduates. 

 

Part A consists of an extended match examination.  Questions may include photographs of 

radiographs, photographs of casts, photographs of models, or photographs of patients and a patient 

case history if applicable.  One or more responses may be correct and candidates are required to 

answer with the most appropriate response or responses.  Each question will require the candidate to 

review the background information supplied and answer extended match questions.   

 

Part B   -  1½ hours 

 

This part consists of multiple-choice type questions.  It is given in a 1½ hour examination session 

held during the afternoon of the second day of the Dental Specialty Core Knowledge Examination 

(DSCKE).  This part further tests patient management knowledge. 

 

Part B consists of a series of questions with photographs of radiographs, photographs of casts, 

photographs of models, photographs of patients and a patient case history if applicable.  Each 

question will require the candidate to review the information supplied and answer multiple choice 

type questions.   
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II  SCHEDULES  

DAY 1 

 

Registration 8:00 am 

Core Biomedical and Dental Sciences 9:00 am to 11:00 am 

Scientific Literature Appraisal Skills 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

 

DAY 2 

 

Registration 8:00 am 

Core Clinical Sciences 9:00 am to 11:00 am 

Patient Management 

 Part A  1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 

 Part B  2:45 pm to 4:15 pm 

 

 

III  IDENTIFI CATION  

 

Candidates will receive a photo identification (ID) card on the day of the examination.  Candidates must 

have their identification card visible at all times and must return the card to the test administrator at the 

end of the examination.  Candidates who do not return their identification card may receive a 

zero ñ0ò score for that component. 
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IV  EXAMINATION INSTRUCTIONS  

 

For each examination component, you will receive an examination book with your NAME, 

CANDIDATE IDENTIFICATION number, SEAT number and a book VERSION number.  

Below is an illustration of the examination book cover showing the location of the required 

identification information.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DENTAL SPECIALTY  

 

CORE KNOWLEDGE EXAMINATION  

 

 

 

CORE BIOMEDICAL AND DENTAL SCIENCES  

 

 

November 13, 2010 

 

(2 hour paper) 

 

 

 

 

VERSION 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEAT # 23 
 

 

012345 

BROWN, CHARLES 

Book Version Number 

ï enter on answer 

score sheet 

Seat Number ï  

do NOT enter on 

answer score 

sheet 

ACFD/AFDC ID 

Number ï enter on 

answer score sheet 
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For each examination component you will also receive an ANSWER SCORE SHEET.  The illustration 

below gives an example of how to correctly enter required identification information. 

 

 
 

Book Version 

Number 

ACFD ID Number 

Name 


